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WELCOME MESSAGE FROM
PRESIDENT OF PACTALS

On behalf of the Pan-Asian Consortium for the Treatment 
and Research in ALS (PACTALS) and the local convenors, 
Professor Dr Nortina Shahrizaila and A/Professor Rabani 
Remli it is my great pleasure to invite you to attend the 
PACTALS 2023 meeting, which will be held in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia, on Sep 14-16, 2023.

While Asia represents more than half of the world 
population, making it host to the largest cohort of ALS 
patients, knowledge of the disease and critical differences 
between and within Asian populations remain limited. To 
achieve treatment development and drive novel research 
initiatives across the region, our Asia-Pacific working group 
of clinicians and researchers established PACTALS in 2014. 
The PACTALS meeting has been held biannually since 2016. 
After the meeting held in Seoul in 2018 and Nagoya in 2021, 
this meeting will be the 3rd PACTALS meeting. The well-
organized Nagoya meeting was successful despite being 
held as a Virtual Meeting. I believe the PACTALS meeting in 
Kuala Lumpur will be a great event to meet each other and 
share our academic results on ALS. 
 
With our consortium’s further growth, it is time to explore 
and improve our knowledge of ALS in the Asia-Pacific 
region. As such, the Scientific Committee of PACTALS has 
worked to assemble an outstanding faculty in ALS from 
around the world, together with clinicians and researchers 
from across the Asian region. 

We look forward to welcoming you and generating new 
knowledge and understanding about ALS. I appreciate 
all members of the organizing committee of PACTALS 
2023 and all attending PACTALS members for joining this 
meeting. 

Seung-Hyun Kim
President, PACTALS
Hanyang University Hospital
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WELCOME MESSAGE FROM
PRESIDENT-ELECT OF PACTALS

Welcome to PACTALS 2023, KUALA LUMPUR 
September 15–16, 2023

The Pan-Asian Consortium for Treatment and Research in 
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (PACTALS) was established 
in December 2014 as a research consortium for ALS in the 
Asian-Pacific region. Since then, the PACTALS members have 
been eagerly working on promoting research collaborations 
in the region. The PACTALS meeting has been held annually 
as the satellite meeting of other neurology congress. 

Following the success of the PACTALS 2018 meeting in 
Seoul (President: Prof. Seung H. Kim), which was the first 
stand-alone meeting, the PACTALS 2020 meeting was 
scheduled to be held in Nagoya, Japan in September 2020. 
Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 pandemics, it had to be 
postponed, and subsequently held as PACTALS 2021 on the 
web. Thanks to the web-based format, we had more than 
1100 participants registered for the event. This helped to 
expand the PACTALS community.

PACTALS 2023 will be the third meeting to be held as 
stand-alone. The local convenors are Professor Nortina 
Shahrizaila and A/Professor Rabani Remli from Malaysia, 
and the meeting will be held on September 14–16, 2023, in 
Kuala Lumpur. The meeting is a gathering of researchers, 
physicians, health professionals, students, and members of 
ALS patient groups in Asia, Oceania, and other regions. 

In the Asian region, the genetic background is different 
from that in Europe and the United States. Differences in the 
composition of the causative genes of hereditary ALS and 
the differences in the genetic background that influences 
the phenotype of ALS are observed. In addition, the social 
and medical environment surrounding ALS patients is 
not the same as Europe and the United States, and it is 
important to consider the ALS characteristics and the status 
of medical care in the Asian region on an individual basis.

In recent years, a very active therapeutic development and 
several clinical trials have been conducted for ALS in the 
Asia-Oceania region. In addition, many advanced research 
and development activities, such as iPS cell drug discovery, 
stem cell therapy, robotic rehabilitation, and nucleic acid 
drug development have been conducted. Furthermore, 
various clinical studies and efforts have become impressively 
active, such as multidisciplinary care teams, research to 
clarify the clinical and genetic background of ALS patients, 
improvement of local medical care, and efforts by patient 
associations. 

We believe PACTALS 2023 will be a unique and important 
opportunity to discuss these issues comprehensively and 
exchange information. Moreover, this meeting, which will be 
held on site for the first time in many years of the COVID19 
pandemic, will be a chance to meet and discuss with old 
friends and co-researchers in person. We hope many of you 
will attend PACTALS 2023 and we envision a great success.

Gen Sobue 
President-Elect, PACTALS 
President of Aichi Medical University
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WELCOME MESSAGE FROM
PAST PRESIDENT OF PACTALS

On behalf of the the Pan-Asian Consortium for the 
Treatment and Research in ALS (PACTALS), along with 
Professor Nortina Shahrizaila, A/Professor Rabani Remli 
and their scientific program committee, it is a great pleasure 
to welcome you to this year’s PACTALS International 
symposium which will be held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

While the Asian region incorporates the largest cohort of 
ALS patients worldwide, knowledge of the disease remains 
relatively limited. Differences in phenotypes and underlying 
genotypic changes may appear relatively unique within 
Asian populations. With this in mind, our Asia-Pacific 
working group of patients, clinicians and neuroscience 
researchers now known as PACTALS, was established in 
2014, and continues to grow in strength. 

Following our successful meetings in Korea and Japan, 
with record numbers of registrants, the 2023 symposium 
in Malaysia represents a key initiative to promote discovery 
and improved therapies for ALS, as well as raising disease 
awareness.

Matthew Kiernan
Founding President, PACTALS
University of Sydney
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WELCOME MESSAGE FROM
CONGRESS CONVENOR

Dear Colleagues,
 
The Clinical Neurophysiology and Neuromuscular Section 
(CNNS) of the Malaysian Society of Neurosciences (MSN) is 
pleased to host the forthcoming 3rd International Pan-Asian 
Consortium for Treatment and Research in ALS (PACTALS) 
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from 14-16th September 2023. 

The Congress is organised with remarkable support from 
key opinion leaders in ALS from the region. We are also 
fortunate to receive support from the International Alliance 
of ALS/MND Organisations and our local patient advocacy 
group, MND Malaysia. 
 
PACTALS 2023 aims to provide attendees with the latest in 
scientific and clinical knowledge in ALS as well as increase 
disease awareness and collaborative network amongst the 
regional community. Our programme will include plenary 
talks, workshops and scientific symposiums, featuring 
international and regional speakers. 

We are confident that PACTALS 2023, set against the 
backdrop of our vibrant city of Kuala Lumpur, will provide 
delegates with a rewarding and memorable experience.

We look forward to welcoming you to Kuala Lumpur in 
2023.

Nortina Shahrizaila
Congress Convenor
University of Malaya
 
Rabani Remli
Co-Congress Convenor
Chair, CNNS-MSN
National University of Malaysia
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PROGRAMME OVERVIEW

Congress Day - 15th September 2023

Pre-Congress Workshop - 14th September 2023
Stay tuned for more info!

Congress Day - 16th September 2023

0700 - 0800 SYMPOSIA (INDUSTRY) SYMPOSIA (INDUSTRY)

0800 -1000 SCIENTIFIC SYMPOSIA SCIENTIFIC SYMPOSIA

1000-1015 BREAK

1015-1200 SCIENTIFIC SYMPOSIA SCIENTIFIC SYMPOSIA

1200-1330 LUNCH SYMPOSIA -
START FROM1230

LUNCH SYMPOSIA -
FROM 1230

1330-1430 POSTER TOUR

1430 - 1630 PLENARY TALKS

1630 - 1700 CLOSING AND AWARDS

0700 - 0800 SYMPOSIA (INDUSTRY)

0800 -1000
OPENING CEREMONY

PLENARY TALKS

1000-1015 BREAK

1015-1200 SCIENTIFIC SYMPOSIA

1200-1330 LUNCH SYMPOSIA - FROM 1300 LUNCH SYMPOSIA- FROM 1300

1330-1430 POSTER TOUR

1430 - 1630 SCIENTIFIC SYMPOSIA SCIENTIFIC SYMPOSIA

1630 - 1700  SYMPOSIA (INDUSTRY) SYMPOSIA (INDUSTRY)
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1st December 2022

Call for abstracts submission

Grab the opportunity to present your work & research in ALS 
at the upcoming PACTALS 2023 congress held in 

Malaysia on 14th – 16th September 2023

28th February 2023

Abstract submission deadline

30th April 2023

Abstract acceptance notification

Important Dates:

Submission Topics:
1. Genomics
2. Epidemiology
3. Clinical Management
4. Molecular Pathogenesis
5. Disease Spectrum / 

Stratification
6. Nutritional Management
7. Biomarkers

8. Clinical Neurophysiology 
and Imaging

9. Respiratory Management
10. Neuroinflammation
11. Clinical Trial and 

Platforms
12. Assistive Technology
13. Others

Visit our website for more info:
https://pactals2023.com/abstract_guidelines.php
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Registration Opens
1st March 2023

Late Registration
1st August 2023 -
13th September 2023 

Early Bird Discount
1st March 2023 - 
31th July 2023

Onsite
14th September 2023 - 
16th September 2023

Early Bird Late Onsite

Malaysia

MSN Member RM 600 RM 700 RM 900

MSN Member – Trainees and Students RM 550 RM 650 RM 750

Allied Health Professionals RM 550 RM 600 RM 650

Non-MSN Member RM 800 RM 900 RM 1,000

Early Bird Late Onsite

Malaysian RM 200 RM 250 RM 300

International USD 50 USD 60 USD 70

International

Regular USD 350 USD 400 USD 450

Young Participants** USD 200 USD 250 USD 300

Regular (Low/Middle Income 
Countries*)

USD 150 USD 200 USD 250

Allied Health Professionals# USD 150 USD 200 USD 250

Volunteer participants## USD 150 USD 200 USD 250

Medical Students *** USD 150 USD 200 USD 250

# Allied Health Professionals refers to Non-Clinicians and includes Technologists, Nurses and Therapists

## Volunteer participants refer to people living with ALS/MND & Advocacy groups.

* Low/Middle Income Countries are defined according to the World Bank Country Classification A and B. Click here for list 
of countries.

** Young Participants refer to any clinicians/researchers born after 1st January 1977 (Age under 45) or those still in training 
including residents, fellows and students. Please e-mail a copy of official document indicating your age or a letter from 
your employer stating your training status to be eligible for this discount. Without documentation, the delegate will be 
charged the regular rate.

*** To be eligible for the student’s rate, please e-mail a copy of official document indicating that are a student from the 
university/ college. Without documentation, the delegate will be charged the regular rate.

NOTE: Must register for the main congress to take part in the pre-congress workshop.
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CONGRESS REGISTRATION

IMPORTANT DATES

PRE-CONGRESS WORKSHOP REGISTRATION
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WELCOME TO MALAYSIA
Malaysia is a destination with charming blend of contrasts. A place where traditional wooden longhouses rub shoulders with skyscrapers 
that light up the night sky and dense humid jungle terrains meet the cooling breeze of misty highlands and beaches dipped into the ocean; 
home to a diversity that cannot fail to amaze.

Attractions Around Kuala Lumpur

For the Foodies

Petronas Twin Tower

The Petronas Twin Towers are the tallest 
skyscrapers in Kuala Lumpur. One major 
attraction of the Towers is the Twin Towers 
Skybridge between the two towers at the 
41st and 42nd floor.

Nasi Lemak

Malay fragrant rice dish cooked in coconut 
milk.

Menara KL

Built on top of a small hill, its height above 
sea level is 515m and you can get the best 
views of KL and the surrounding districts 
from its observation deck and revolving 
restaurant.

Roti Canai

Roti canai is an Indian-influenced flatbread 
dish.

Batu Caves

Batu Caves is a limestone hill which is made 
up of a series of caves and also cave temples. 
Batu Caves is one of the most renowned 
Hinde shrines located outside of India which 
is dedicated to the Lord Murugan.

Satay

Seasoned, skewered & grilled meat with 
peanut sauce.

China Town

The Petaling Street (Chinatown) is a place 
where the hustling and bustling never 
comes to an end. Day or night, visitors keep 
coming to Petaling Street to either dine on 
the famous street foods here or to get some 
good bargains on things sold here.

Little India Brickfields

Little India of Brickfields is always a bustling 
street. The colors of the street are simply 
amazing. You can see vendors lugging bales 
and bales of sarees through the traffic. You 
can find sarees of any colors and designs 
here.

Central Market

Central Market is located in Pasar Seni. 
The Central Market is full of stalls which 
sell handicrafts which are all locally made. 
There is also a street which represents the 
Baba and Nyonya community in the state of 
Malacca.

Congress Venue

Royale Chulan Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Royale Chulan Kuala Lumpur is centrally 
located in KL’s downtown business 
district. It has set out to offer its guests 
the most gracious Malaysian hospitality.



Visit our website for more information

https://pactals2023.com/index.php

Congress Secretariat
Medical Conference Partners
9, Jalan 9/3, Section 9, 46000, Petaling Jaya,Selangor, Malaysia
Email: info@pactals2023.com

Organised by: Supported By

 


